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Ellie Durbidge, a SIMO 
founding member, did the 
honours and cut the cake 
at the 30th SIMO AGM. 
She made a wish too.

CRL/QCM to appeal RCC 
decision
QCM is appealing the 
Council decision. Grounds 
include: the proposal does 
not conflict with the Planning 
Scheme; the need for 
construction sand in SEQ; 
creation of employment 
on NSI; the proposal is 
ecologically sustainable 
development. 
SIMO and FOSI and others 
will join RCC as co-respond-
ents to contest the Appeal in 
the P&E Court.
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SIMO was formed in 1978 to stop a bridge from the mainland. Since then, 
SIMO has waged many campaigns to protect Stradbroke IslandÕs environment 
and to lobby for conservation, sustainability and wise development.

Redland City Council rejects CRLÕs development application 
to export island sand for sale as construction material
On a sunny winterÕs day in August, a group of islanders took the 
water taxi across the Bay to attend a momentous Council meeting in 
Cleveland. All felt the weight of the quest: to block Consolidated Rutile 
LimitedÕs (qua Queensland Construction Materials) application to 
export sand from NSI. This was our last opportunity. 
For StradbrokeÕs indigenous people, the sand is the islandÕs body, 

just as the water is its lifeblood. Environmentalists regard all sand 
as being integral to the island and its specialised ecosystems; and the 
vital aquifer is composed of saturated sand. Furthermore, CRLÕs 
Environmental Authority to mine requires the company to return all 
the sand it displaces in order to re-form the landscape. 
For CRL/QCM the matter is economic. Excavated sand increases in 

volume and cannot always fit back behind the mine path as landform. 
The so-called ÔexcessÕ sand has to be parked in a stockpile until the 
end of the mining process and then used to fill the large end-of-mine 
void. But this entails expense. CRL prefers to fill the void with water 
and to sell the stockpiled sand as construction material, giving the 
company another business on the island after the mines finish. 
There is no doubt that this is an emotive issue. But it also provides 

a rare chance for a clear-eyed appraisal of StradbrokeÕs future: more 
extractive industries, or a new direction based on protecting and 
valueing the islandÕs environment? 
Islanders, including Elders, appealed to the Council to heed calls to 

protect the environment and to put a stop to extraction. We raised the 
question of the legality of sand stockpiled on mining leases for 
purposes other than rehabilitation. And we also pointed out that the 
trucks were putting stresses and strains on the Dunwich community.
For 60 years, sandmining has cleared beautiful, pristine tracts of 

country and old growth forest, koala habitat and cultural places. We 
must accept the legality of these practices. But we do not accept that 
this will be the future as well. Minerals are running out; mines will 
finish in another decade or so. Fewer islanders are employed by the 
mining companies. This is the cue for the companies to begin to bow 
out, and to rehabilitate and relinquish leases to the Crown. Much of 
the 70 per cent of NSI subject to mining leases is overdue for National 
Park and will provide valuable environmental corridors for wildlife. 
On that fine winter morning, the islanders were hoping for a decision 

that would break with the past. When the decision came so suddenly, 
with councillors voting unanimously to reject the QCM application, the 
gallery was surprised, and then elated. 
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Wonderful news, thank you for 
all your wonderful caring work 
that helped this decision to 
be made. I hope this is one 
more step towards the Island 
becoming a National Park. J
Well done. M
Well done. I saw the Youtube 
presentation. It was wonderful. 
Eleven-nil is a fantastic result. J
Just a note to let you know how 
pleased I am that CRL has not 
been successful in its bid to 
export fill sand to the main-
land. This is an important step 
to stop CRL from developing 
even more heavy industry on 
the island. Everyone in SIMO 
and FOSI are to be congratula-
ted for their effort.All the best, S
Good speeches.
You beauty! It was great to see 
and hear some of that event 
and the excellent speakers. 
Many thanks. E
ItÕs so fantastic all this work 
you all have been doing. S
I'd like to thank you for all the 
great work you've been doing for 
Minjerriba/NSI for many years; 
and for rallying the community 
to participate in such an impres-
sive presentation yesterday. D
That was a good report on the 
Council decision Ð nice to hear 
how it went.
Thanks for all your hard work. E
Well done Ð brilliant news. C
Congratulations to you and all 
those who attended on the day, 
my feedback was that it was 
conducted in a professional and 
passionate manner. I am 
relieved that commonsense has 
prevailed and look forward to 
achieving more for the Island in 
the future. Kind regards Phil 
This is great news! Well done 
to all! Thanks for speaking up, 
Craig! G
That's great news! It must be 
great to have a council that  is 
responsive to all your excellent 
arguments for protecting NSI. J
Well done Craig and thanks 
to SIMO and all the islanders 
who attended to speak so 
passionately about this.
An exciting 'no to CRL' at the 
DA today. Sounds good doesn't 
it? J
Thanks for today and thanks 
to Craig and all. As you say last 
minute notice but we made it. 
I was proud to be part of such a 
fantastic action group. May the 
spirit of our beautiful Minjerriba 
continue to bless us and give us 
the courage to stand up for 
its protection and for our future 
generations. E

What they said: islanders plead for protection of 
Stradbroke/Minjerraba, not plunder
Islanders were allowed five minutes each to speak from the public 
gallery before Council deliberated the application on 19 August 2008. 
Darren Burns, Quandamooka Land Council, was critical that mining 
continued to destroy the island's environment. He read the poem 
'Minjerribah', by Oodgeroo Noonuckle:

Minjerriba was a giant in the sun
His green back coated with cyprus and gum.

Belly bloated with rich grains of sand,
Eyes brimming with waters so cool,

He stretched for miles in the sun. 
And Pacific on the east

Quandamooka on the west
Bathed this giant in the sun.

 
But Minjerriba's back is now broken;

Men came and tore out his guts;
Stole his rich grains of sand,

Stripped his cloak of cyprus and gum,
Drained water from his ageless eyes
And weakened this giant in the sun.

 
Oh man! With your machinery and science,

Your greed and callous disregard,
When your savage looting and lying is done,

Will Gods in the future, 
If future there is, 

Spare you your place in the sun?
Permission has been granted to use this poem.

Jackie Cooper, SIMO, disputed CRLÕs claim that postmine landform 
would be ÔbetterÕ with less sand; this is contradicted by the reality at 
Enterprise.  Lucy Trippett, SIMO, a Dunwich resident, described the 
noise and dust from trucking, and the danger in streets where 
children play.  Evelyn Parkin, a Quandamooka Elder, was born and 
raised on Stradbroke Island. 'Over 60 years, mining has disturbed my 
dreaming place.'  Dale Ruska, a member of the Gorenpul first nation 
indigenous people, described mining as 'environmental vandalism' 
and a 'denial of Aboriginal rights'.  Sue Ellen Carew, FOSI, noted that 
'excess' sand was the result of CRL mining too deep at Enterprise.  
Kerrie Tapp , a Nughi, was appalled that the issue had not been 
raised in a full community meeting. ÔIf you destroy the island, the 
Pacific Ocean will end up in Cleveland.Õ  Susan Martin, SIMO, has 
been in dialogue with the mining companies and the EPA since the 
1980s. CRL always managed to put back the sand it mined in the 
past. The island's future is National Parks and conservation areas, not 
more extraction.  Geoff Moore , Dunwich resident and former CEO 
of CRL, asked for proper consideration of the additional social impact 
of more than three times the number of trucks down Mallon Street.  
Mick Donahue, a former mine cartage contractor, noted that his 
trucks were not permitted into Dunwich before 7am, but now trucks 
enter the town at 5.30am. The streets used to be swept weekly, but 
these days ilmenite is left to blow around freely, and when it rains, 
the mineral is distributed on the beach near the loading facility.  Jan 
Aldenhoven, SIMO, said CRL had made a strategic decision to mine 
deeper than ever before at Enterprise, and the company had to deal 
with the consequences of displacing so much more sand. 'Please 
don't sell off the sand as dirt cheap fill.'  Aunty Rene Cleary, 
Quandamooka Elder, said she wanted to see sandmining stopped and 
tourism developed on the island.
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New SIMO Committee
President: Jackie Cooper 
(moved by Jennie Truman, 
seconded by Fran Quinn)
Vice-President: 
Jennie Truman (moved 
by Jackie Cooper, seconded 
by Fran Quinn)
Secretary: Fran Quinn 
(moved by Jennie Truman, 
seconded by Lucy Trippett)
Treasurer: Margaret Nash 
(moved by Jackie Cooper, 
seconded by Fran Quinn)
Book Treasurer: Gail Bell 
(moved by Jackie Cooper, 
seconded by Jennie Truman)
Committee Members:
Ellie Durbidge (moved by 
Jennie Truman, seconded 
by Jackie Cooper), Susan 
Martin (moved by Jackie 
Cooper, seconded by Jennie 
Truman), Jan Aldenhoven 
(moved by Jackie Cooper, 
seconded by Lucy Trippett), 
Lucy Trippett (moved by 
Jennie Truman, seconded 
by Jackie Cooper) 
Auditor: Anna Harris
.

This map indicates (in dark 
green) the areas proposed 
for National Park in 1992. 
The State Government is 
now actively looking at which 
parts of the island to declare 
National Park soon. 
SIMO hopes that at least 
those areas recommended 
in 1992, much of it Ramsar, 
will be included, as well as 
mined and other areas, 
creating continuous wildlife 
corridors from north to south.

SIMOÕs 30th Annual General Meeting
SIMOÕs 30th AGM was held at the Point Lookout hall on 2 August. 
Excerpts from the PresidentÕs Report
The Premier's decision last year not to extract an additional 22 
megalitres per day from the aquifer followed a spirited protest from 
the island. SIMO offshoot, the Water Action Group, convened by 
Sean Hogben, included indigenous support. And we prevailed.
This year SIMO has been participating in the Water Resource Plan 

process. The WRP sets out the framework for managing the aquifer 
for the next ten years. SIMO is on the Community Reference Panel, 
which is working to ensure that proper research and monitoring 
occur. The hydrologists are developing a model of the aquifer that 
can tell us what will happen if we take more water, for instance. 
But there is still a lot that the hydrologists don't know, such as how 
quickly the aquifer recharges. But at least there are now data 
collection and monitoring in place.
Stradbroke Island is one of six sites selected for a potential desal-

ination plant. We wrote a submission to the government opposing 
a desal plant on the island. Desalination is a desperate measure of 
last resort, with an unacceptable carbon footprint. There are other, 
better ways to secure the region's water supply.
Another major battle is against the CRL application to take sand off 

the island for sale as construction material. CRL already extracts the 
mineral, but now it also wants the sand. This fight is as significant as 
the one to save the aquifer from being exploited. CRL has mounted 
a very energetic campaign in Dunwich, talking up new jobs and 
talking down the impact of 510 trucks through the town every day, 
that's one a minute. 
SIMO is campaigning for more National Park on Stradbroke. In 1992 

SIMO thought that 16,000 hectares of island were to be gazetted. 
But it all came to naught. We resumed our efforts on this cause last 
year, and everyone hopes for an official announcement of more 
National Park on Stradbroke during this current parliamentary term. 
Sandmining remains our biggest concern. SIMO and FOSI have spent 

more than five years negotiating with CRL and the EPA about post-
mine landform criteria. We seem to have lost, because CRL has got 
permission from the EPA to construct alien landforms on the island 
based on financial rather than environmental considerations. But we 
are not convinced.
Over the past 12 months, SIMO has written a host of emails, letters 

and submissions. Most have been to government departments and 
Redland City Council: about the regulation of sandmining, slowing 
down the main road, protecting wildlife, expanding National Parks, 
expired mining leases, management of the Reserve, pedestrian 
lighting, fisheries, transportation of radioactive monazite, protection 
of koala habitat. We added our voice about the need to extend the 
Moreton Bay Marine Park from 1% to at least 30%, the minimum 
considered essential viable. [Government extended it to 16%.] 
We gratefully acknowledge the technical help and advice of friends 

including Glen Carruthers, Haig Beck and Tom Quinn. 
I would also like to acknowledge Phil Weightman, our MP, who 

supports more National Park on Stradbroke. He is also working to 
ensure that a fox eradication program takes place soon. Foxes and 
dogs on the island are killing a lot of native wildlife. And he is 
concerned about the monazite issue.
And our Councillor, Craig Ogilvie, supports having the road speed 

lowered, and also our calls for community participation in decisions 
affecting the island. With the election of the new Council, we are 
hopeful that things could be different from the previous council. 
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To mark SIMO's 30th anni-
versary, Jennie Truman 
designed a certificate of 
appreciation to Tom Quinn. 
SIMO is grateful for TomÕs 
legal expertise and long-
standing support.

Phil Weightman, State Mem-
ber, told the AGM he likes 
taking issues to Government 
knowing SIMO is behind him, 
because Ministers listen to 
people power. 
On monazite: If the Govern-
ment finds anything not to its 
liking about monazite hand-
ling, processes will be fixed. 
On sandmining: The Mines 
Minister and the Minister 
for EPA are looking at mining 
leases for National Park; 
they would like at least 40% 
of the 70% of the island 
under lease. The Premier's 
Office has said that National 
Parks on NSI must happen. 
On water: we don't want to 
rush the Water Resource 
Plan. Mainland people think 
there is plenty of water on 
Stradbroke, but the water is 
important for the islandÕs 
ecology and for Moreton 
Bay. The Redlands popula-
tion is growing, but we can't 
keep sucking water out of 
Stradbroke at the same rate.

Our guest speaker was Kathy 
Stephens, Senior Botanist at the 
Queensland Herbarium. 
Her talk was about how island 
plants, particularly heathland 
species, have adapted to living 
on sand. Low-growing heath-
land plants occur in exposed 
high dune areas (right). Less 
than 1000 hectares of this 
endangered plant ecosystem 
remain in South-East Queens-
land, and undisturbed areas are 
found on NSI. In the low-nutrient, 
white sandy soil, the plants have 
developed specialised roots to 
synthesise polyphosphate. 
Many island plants adapt by 
having roots close to the sur-
face. Orchids have tubers which 
can sprout opportunistically after 
rain. Acacias and the Pea family 
have nitrogen-fixing roots. Mallee and banksia have underground 
lignotubers that store water.
Another adaptation can occur in the leaves. Well-adapted plants 

cope by having recurved leaves, which can photosynthesise and at 
the same time limit evaporation by 
protecting the pores under the 
surface leaf. Plants also adapt to 
fire. Island Boronias (right) and 
other heath plants have tannins, 
resins and oils in their leaves.
Fire is essential to the well-

being of the heathland. Fire timing 
is important for the flowering and 
setting of seed. But not all plants 
like fire. Sedge doesn't burn. 
ÔHeathland is special because 

no other plants will grow in these areas. We're lucky to have them, 
and they're beautiful as well.Õ There were many questions, including: 
What time of year is best for fire? A variety of times, with a mini-

mum of seven years between burns. An occasional hot fire is good.  
What caused the fires? Aborigines burned regularly to keep forage 

for wildlife and tubers for eating. It is rare for lightning to start fires.
What is the function of microrhizal funghi? Heathland plants can 

modify phosphorous in sand grains from being insoluble to soluble. 
Fungus is intertwined with the root of the plant, making the root 
surface area bigger. The fungus component can make it difficult to 
propagate the plant. And when the topsoil conditions of an area are 
radically changed, it can make it very difficult to re-establish heath.
How rare is heathland? Very rare. We have some around the 

Sunshine Coast, but what was on the Gold Coast is now all gone. 
Bribie has lost a lot. Moreton Island is good, because itÕs conserved, 
and Cooloola is a reserve. ItÕs special on Stradbroke, and being so 
close to Brisbane, is a resource that can de-stress people.
How well does heathland regenerate on mined land? From what I've 

seen it is OK, but this needs proper study.
Islanders are looking forward to publication of KathyÕs book about 
the plants of NSI, expected in February 2009.
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Below: RCC coordinated the 
first detailed island survey 
to determine koala numbers. 
Dan Carter, Senior Natural 
Adviser, RCC, notes: 
ÔTransects were undertaken 
within each block. We did 
not walk every inch of each 
block, just part of it.
We want to do the urban 
survey again next year.Õ

Bushland surveys: Seven 
adult koalas observed. 
Four in RE12.2.5 Corymbia 
intermedia, Callitris 
collumellaris: tall to very tall 
open forest woodland. 
Two in RE12.2.7 Melaleuca 
quinquenervia: mid-high 
to tall open forest woodland. 
One in RE12.2.12 Mixed 
shrubs Empodisma minus: 
closed heath; and Gahnia 
sieberiana, Baumea spp: 
sedgelands.
Urban surveys: 17 adult 
koalas observed: 
10 at Amity Point 
Seven at Dunwich
At Point Lookout, signs were 
seen but no koalas found 
on the day.

First scientific koala survey on North Stradbroke Island
The record of the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) on North 
Stradbroke Island is scant, although it has inhabited the island since 
pre-European history. The indigenous people do not refer to it in 
their Dreaming or Creation stories, and there is no record of the island 
Aborigines hunting the koala for food or for use of the fine fur. Their 
tribal land use is of coastal origin, without fire-stick farming or club 
hunting of the extensive fauna of island mammals.
Scientifically, the Koala is a peculiar animal. To this day it is consid-

ered a scientific oddity and, like the platypus, it has become a loved, 
iconic figure in the Australian psyche. We are 
fortunate to have a large population of koala on 
this island, where it is important to ensure its 
conservation through good planning and policy.
Koala distribution is primarily restricted to low-
lying areas where food trees are close to the 
groundwater. Koalas have preferred Ôtucker 
treesÕ. On Stradbroke these are the Blue Gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis) and the Swamp 
Mahogany (Eucalyptus robusta).
Unfortunately for the koala, along with several 
other island fauna, sandmining (since 1950) for 
mineral sands (ilmenite and rutile) and for silica 
sand, has removed large tracts of habitat in the 
south of the island, destroying favoured lagoons 
and lakes, forcing the starving animals to move 
north. Fire, purposely lit and the controlled burns, 
as well as the small creaturesÕ forced movements 
across busy island roads, have been the cause 
of many deaths. Recently, the increasing feral 
dog numbers are creating another koala hazard. 
Around the three townships of Dunwich, Amity 
Point and Point Lookout, reported attacks are 
becoming frequent.
It is known that the koala is breeding despite 
the interruption to its habitat. The population is 
disease-free, suggesting its adaptation to 
changed circumstances and associated stress 
which triggers development of chlamydia, 
affecting the eyes and causing sterility.  

Koala research on Stradbroke commenced in 2000, with the Koala 
Research Unit (Department of Zoology), University of Queensland, 
working with CRL. This research is now being extended by the 
detailed program to map island koala habitat, carried out in conjunction 
with Redland City Council, the Environmental Protection Agency and 
University of New South Wales. In addition to surveys (see map 
for island survey sites), 12 koalas were fitted with radio collars in 
May and will be tracked for at least a year. 
The current program to establish a scientifically-based estimate 

of the occurrence and density of the island population is the first. 
NSI was excluded from previous koala censuses conducted on the 
mainland. SIMO has been concerned about this because without 
scientific data, mining companies have been able to avoid making 
provisions for koalas. 
SIMO would like the mining companies to plant more koala food trees 

where poor rehabilitation in the past has not successfully replaced 
koala habitat that once existed. Importantly, SIMO considers that from 
here on, no more koala habitat should be cleared for mining. 
Susan Martin
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Wildlife encounters
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Good to see Redland City 
Council sending residents 
an important message: 
Protect our wildlife.

ÔRedlands is home to one 
of the most significant urban 
koala populations in 
AustraliaÉ  Reports have 
been received recently about 
dog attacks on local wildlife, 
resulting in serious injuries or 
in some cases, death.Õ 

Moreton Bay Research 
Station hosts the UQ Reef 
Fest Open Day at Dunwich, 
22 November, 10am-4pm. 
Seminars on current marine 
research + insights into the 
coral reefs around NSI. 
KidsÕ activities too.

Join SIMO
Receive the SIMO Newsletter 
quarterly by email or post. 
SIMO membership 
Single $11.00
Family $13.20
Concession/student $5.50
Please send payments to:
The SIMO Treasurer 
PO Box 4 
Point Lookout 4183
SIMO ABN 89 682 323 43

SPOT A KOALA
Report koala observations to SIMO, with your 
name and contact details, date and time of 
sighting, location (as precisely as possible), 
number of animals, gender and condition if 
known to jan@wildlifefilms.com.au. We will 
ensure this gets into the official EPA database. 
The information is important.

Still on koalas: here 
is a recent sighting to 
send chills up your 
spine. This little koala 
was snapped by Jan 
Aldenhoven on the 
main road at Point 
Lookout, just opposite 
Anchorage Village, 
on 21 October. It was 
heading across the 

road to a tree frequented by koalas. Its perilous predicament is 
obvious: a high-speed road. There is no traffic calming. There are no 
koala or other wildlife signs Ð yet kangaroos and wallabies are often 
to be seen on roads and verges. Most visiting drivers would be 
unaware and astonished by the proximity of the townshipÕs wildlife.
SIMO urges RCC to act swiftly to take over the Main Road as a local 

road and drop the speed. Further, SIMO urges RCC to consult its 
own Movement Study report, Tourism without Traffic: A Green 
Tourist Travel Plan for Point Lookout Township, of July 2004. 
The report is based on a pedestrianised vision for Point Lookout, and 
notes: Ôvisitors to the island are treating the roads and traffic 
conditions the way they are used to on the mainlandÕ, yet Ôpeople 
come to the island for relaxationÕ. LetÕs resolve this paradox in favour 
of slowing down Point Lookout for the safety and enjoyment of all 
residents and visitors and the (as yet) abundant wildlife.

Bandannas and books
SIMO is offering a limited edition of 100 bandannas for sale. Jennie 
TrumanÕs artwork depicts ÔStradbroke Ð a special islandÕ, showing a 
turtle, eugarie bird, dolphin and wallaby on compass points, with Point 
LookoutÕs latitude and longitude. The pure cotton bandannas come in 
five great colours: teal, pale orange, 
burnt orange, aqua, and royal blue. 
The bandannas are $8.00 (inc GST). 
To order now in time for Christmas, 
contact Jennie Truman, 3409 8523. 
Order the classic and encyclopaedic 
North Stradbroke Island ($25,80, inc 
GST), and the delicious and idiosyncratic 
A Taste of Stradbroke. A flavour 
of the island, its cuisine and cooking 
community  ($15, inc GST; or $10 each 
for 3 or more copies). Please contact 
SIMO at ume@umemagazine.com. 
Funds from these sales go to help SIMO.
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